
Censure Resolution 26-51 Cross Reference Table: Assertions Paired with Underlying References 

Draft Resolution 

Section 

Referenced 

Authority 
Specific Provision Factual Assertion Made in Resolution Underlying Fact in Source Document 

Whereas 1 Town Charter Article III, § C3-1 

Article III, § C3-6 

Legislative powers are vested in a 5-

member Council; official actions 

require favorable votes of a majority. 

"All legislative powers of the town shall be vested in a 

Council consisting of a Mayor and four (4) Councilmen..." (§ 

C3-1) 

 
"...no ordinance shall be approved nor any other action 

taken without the favorable votes of a majority..." (§ C3-6) 

 

  
Whereas 2 Rules of 

Procedure 
Section 1-2(H) 
Section 1-2(I) 

Mandates carrying out majority will 
and acting as a body. 

"The will of the majority must be carried out; and the rights 
of the minority must be preserved;" (§ 1-2(H)) 

 

"The Town Council must act as a body." (§ 1-2(I))  

Whereas 3 Town Charter Article IV, § C4-3(E) 
Article V, § C5-1 

Article V, § C5-5(A) 

Article V, § C5-6 

When a Town Manager is appointed, 
administrative duties revert to the 

Manager, and Council must deal with 

service solely through the Manager. 

"All powers and duties listed in Subsections A, B, C and D 
above shall revert to the Town Manager..." (§ C4-3(E), § C5-

1, § C5-1(A)) 

 

"Except for the purpose of inquiry, the Council and its 

members shall deal with the administrative service solely 

through the Town Manager..."(§ C5-6)  

Whereas 4 Code of Civility Resolution 26-25 
(§ I.E, § II.A, § II.C, § II.E) 

Governs conduct of officials; requires 
respecting democratic processes and 

discussing outcomes constructively 

when a perspective does not prevail. 

"If your perspective does not prevail, be willing to discuss 
the outcome constructively."(§ I.E) 

 

"Enhance democratic processes individually and 

collectively." (§ II.A) 

 

“Distinguish your opinions from facts. Ensure your 
statements of fact are accurate and verifiable.” (§ II.C) 

 

“Be accountable for your words and actions.” (§ II.E) 

  
Whereas 5 MDOT Written 

Guidance 
Email from Vinn White 
(MDOT) to Town Manager  

 

(July 20, 2026, 4:33 PM) 

MDOT communicated written 
openness to having either the mayor 

or a council member represent the 

Town. 

"Again, we need executive-level attention and doers, so we 
are open to arrangements (mayor or council member) that 

helps give shine and delivers."  



Draft Resolution 

Section 

Referenced 

Authority 

Specific Provision or Other 

Reference 
Factual Assertion Made in Resolution Underlying Fact in Source Document 

Whereas 6 Council Action Regular Session Vote  

 
(July 28, 2026) 

Council formally nominated Councilor 

Paul C. Guttenberg to serve as 
delegate to the Safer Maryland 

Coalition. 

During the July 28, 2026 regular Council session (Agenda 

Item 5.4), a motion was made and properly seconded to 
nominate Councilor Paul Guttenberg as the Town’s 

representative to the MDOT Safer Maryland Coalition. The 

motion passed by a 4–1 vote. 

Whereas 7 Executive 

Transmittal 

Email from Chuck Stevens 

to Vinn White & Councilor 

Guttenberg 

 

(July 29, 2026, 7:39 AM) 

Town Manager officially transmitted 

Council's nomination to MDOT per 

administrative duties. 

Subject: Safer Maryland Coalition: Town Of La Plata 

Representation  

 

"Last night, Town Council nominated Councilor Paul 

Guttenberg to represent the Town of La Plata on the Safer 

Maryland Coalition." (Town Manager Email, July 29, 2026)  

Whereas 8 Mayors 

Unilateral 
Intervention 

Email from Jeannine 

James to MDOT 
Leadership & MD Lt. Gov  

 

(July 29, 2026, 7:48 AM) 

Mayor sent unauthorized 

communication 9 minutes later to 
MDOT officials and the Lt. Governor 

challenging Council's decision and 

qualifications of the nominee. 

" ...the Town Council designated another councilmember to 

participate...the [Council's] designation does not align with 

the intent or basis of your invitation. It also places this 
opportunity... in the hands of individuals who are newly 

elected..." (Mayor James Email, July 29, 2026)  

Whereas 9 MDOT Decision 
Rescission 

Email from Vinn White to 
Town Manager & 

Councilor Guttenberg  

 

(July 31, 2026, 11:48 AM) 

MDOT rescinded its acceptance of 
the Town's delegate following the 

intervention. 

"After consultation with our leadership, I regret to inform 
that this particular invitation is not transferrable or can be 

further extended." 

Whereas 10 Violations 
Summary 

Charter § C3-6, § C5-6 
Rules § 1-2(H), § 1-2(I) 

Res 26-25 § I.E, § II.A, § 

II.C, § II.E 

Asserts the Mayor's conduct violated 
Charter, Rules of Procedure, and 

Code of Civility provisions. 

Direct conflict with majority rule (§ C3-6), mandatory 
communication through Town Manager (§ C5-6), and duty 

to support democratic outcomes (§ II.A), and all other 

governance and policy documents referenced above in this 

table. 

Section 1 
(Action) 

Censure Charter § C5-6 
Rules § 1-2(H), § 1-2(I) 

Res 26-25 § I.E, § II.A, § 

II.C, § II.E 

Formally censures the Mayor for 
unauthorized interference, boundary 

violations, and failure to uphold 

civility standards. 

Directly supports the presented facts and findings in the 
draft Resolution into a formal censure vote of the Council 

which reaffirms the standards that members of this body 

are held accountable to uphold. 

 



Draft Resolution 26-51 
 

Introduced By:      Councilman Paul C. Guttenberg 

Date Introduced:      August 18, 2026 

Date Adopted:       

Date Effective:       

A RESOLUTION concerning Censure of Mayor Jeannine E. James for Violations of the 

Town Charter, Town Council Rules of Procedure, and Code of Civility. 

FOR the purpose of formally censuring Mayor Jeannine E. James for unauthorized actions taken 

to undermine a formal vote and decision of the Town Council, interference with the 

administrative duties of the Town Manager, and non-compliance with established standards of 

governance and civility; and all matters related thereto. 

WHEREAS, under Article III, Section C3-1 and Section C3-6 of the Town Charter, all 

legislative powers of the Town are vested in a five-member Council consisting of the Mayor and 

four Councilmen, and all official actions require the favorable votes of a majority of the Council; 

and 

WHEREAS, Section 1-2(H) and Section 1-2(I) of the Town Council Rules of Procedure 

mandate that "the will of the majority must be carried out" and "the Town Council must act as a 

body"; and 

WHEREAS, under Article IV, Section C4-3(E), Article V, Section C5-1, Section C5-5(A), and 

Section C5-6 of the Town Charter, when a Town Manager is appointed, all administrative duties 

revert to the Town Manager, and members of the Council are expressly required to deal with the 

administrative service solely through the Town Manager; and 

WHEREAS, on April 28, 2026, the Town Council adopted Resolution 26-25 (Code of Civility), 

requiring elected officials to respect democratic processes, focus on the merits of issues, discuss 

outcomes constructively when their perspective does not prevail, and refrain from undermining 

collective Council decisions; and 

WHEREAS, on July 20, 2026, Senior Advisor Vinn White of the Maryland Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) provided written guidance to Town Manager Chuck Stevens regarding 

Town representation on the Safer Maryland Coalition Local Leaders Cohort, confirming that 

MDOT was open to either a mayor or council member by stating: "Again, we need executive-

level attention and doers, so we are open to arrangements (mayor or council member) that helps 

give shine and delivers;" and 



WHEREAS, relying on MDOT's written guidance provided to the Town Manager, the Town 

Council responding to agenda item 5.4, during its regular session on July 28, 2026, formally 

nominated Councilor Paul C. Guttenberg to serve as the Town of La Plata’s representative to the 

Safer Maryland Coalition; and 

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2026, at 7:39 AM, Town Manager Chuck Stevens officially 

communicated the Town Council’s nomination to MDOT in accordance with his executive 

duties under Charter Section C5-5; and 

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2026, at 7:48 AM, Mayor Jeannine E. James, acting without the 

knowledge, authority, or consent of the Town Council, sent a unilateral communication to 

MDOT leadership and the Office of the Lieutenant Governor asserting that the Council's 

nomination "does not align with the intent or basis" of the invitation and questioning the 

qualifications of the Council's designated representative as "individuals who are newly elected 

and are only beginning to establish their own engagement"; and 

WHEREAS, this unilateral intervention by Mayor James leads members of this body to 

reasonably believe her actions resulted in MDOT rescinding its acceptance of the Town's 

delegate on July 31, 2026, thereby subverting a lawful decision of the Town Council majority 

and depriving the Town of its selected representative leadership on the Local Leaders Cohort; 

and 

WHEREAS, such conduct constitutes a direct violation of Town Charter § C3-6 and § C5-6, 

Town Council Rules of Procedure § 1-2(H) and § 1-2(I), and Resolution 26-25 (Code of Civility, 

§ I.E, § II.A, § II.C, and § II.E); and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 

PLATA: 

1. Section 1. That the Council of the Town of La Plata hereby formally CENSURES Mayor 

Jeannine E. James for unauthorized interference with an official decision of the Town 

Council majority, non-compliance with Town Council Rules of Procedure § 1-2(H) and § 

1-2(I), violation of the administrative boundaries established in Charter § C5-6, and 

failure to uphold the standards set forth in Resolution 26-25 (Code of Civility, § I.E, § 

II.A, § II.C, and § II.E). 

2. Section 2. That the Town Council reaffirms that intergovernmental delegations and 

legislative policy decisions reside collectively with the Town Council, and that no 

individual Council member, including the Mayor, possesses individual authority to 

countermand or undermine an official vote of the body. 

3. Section 3. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 



From: Chuck Stevens cstevens@townoflaplata.org
Subject: FW: Safer Maryland Coalition

Date: July 31, 2026 at 12:33 PM
To: Paul Guttenberg pguttenberg@townoflaplata.org

You don't often get email from vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov. Learn why this is important

Councilor.

Please see the email below from MDOT to me, highlighted sections.  This is the
background material I used to create the agenda item for the July 28 meeting.

Chuck

Chuck Stevens
Town Manager
Town of La Plata
305 Queen Anne Street
La Plata, Maryland 20646
cstevens@townoflaplata.org
Phone: 301-658-6656
 
 

From: Vinn White <vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 4:33 PM
To: Chuck Stevens <cstevens@townoflaplata.org>
Cc: Matthew Mickler <MMickler@mdot.maryland.gov>
Subject: Safer Maryland Coalition
 

CAUTION: This email originated from OUTSIDE of the Town of La Plata email system. If the senders
name displayed is a Town user, it is NOT legitimate and should be deleted immediately. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you are certain this is a legitimate message.

Chuck--

    It was great speaking with you last week. As promised, I'm sharing a one-pager
describing some of what we discussed. Read-ahead/background material will be circulated
to members ahead of the call on Sept 1st. Again, we need executive-level attention and
doers, so we are open to arrangements (mayor or council member) that helps give shine
and delivers.

 

Please reach back to us if you have any other questions.

 

Best,

Vinn

 

Vinn White

mailto:vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:cstevens@townoflaplata.org


Vinn White

Senior Advisor for Policy and Innovation

The Secretary’s Office (TSO)

Office | 410.865.1092

Email | vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov

Maryland Department of Transportation

7201 Corporate Center Drive, Hanover, MD 21076

 

 

 

Maryland now features 511 traveler information!
Visit: https://chart.maryland.gov/ 

  Please consider the environment before printing this email

 LEGAL DISCLAIMER - The information contained in this communication (including any
attachments) may be confidential and legally privileged. This email may not serve as a
contractual agreement unless explicit written agreement for this purpose has been made. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication or any of its contents is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please re-send this communication to the
sender indicating that it was received in error and delete the original message and any
copy of it from your computer system.

 

 

Serious About Safety – Safer
Maryland Coalition Local Leader…
Initiative_20 JULY 2026.docx16 KB

mailto:vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov
https://www.doit.state.md.us/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?agencycode=MDOT&SurveyID=86M2956
https://www.doit.state.md.us/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?agencycode=MDOT&SurveyID=86M2956
https://chart.maryland.gov/


Wed 7/29/2026 7:39 AM

Flag for follow up. Completed on 8/2/2026.

Good morning, Vinn.
 
Last night, Town Council nominated Councilor Paul Guttenberg to represent the Town of La Plata on the Safer Maryland Coalition.
 
Councilor Guttenberg has served on the Town’s Planning Commission since taking oDice in 2025 and played an instrumental role in developing the Town’s
Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO) for roads and transportation—which, coincidentally, was approved during last night’s meeting. His experience
and perspective will bring strong local value to the Local Leaders Cohort.
 
Please coordinate directly with Councilor Guttenberg (cc’d) as the meeting schedule and logistics are finalized.
 
Thanks,
 
Chuck
 
Chuck Stevens
Town Manager
Town of La Plata
305 Queen Anne Street
La Plata, Maryland 20646
cstevens@townoflaplata.org
Phone: 301-658-6656
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From: Jeannine James jjames@townoflaplata.org
Subject: RE: Safer Maryland Coalition Invitation

Date: July 29, 2026 at 7:48 AM
To: Joe McAndrew jmcandrew@mdot.maryland.gov
Cc: Geri Byrd geri.byrd@maryland.gov, Jonathan Rogers JRogers4@mdot.maryland.gov, Matthew Mickler

MMickler@mdot.maryland.gov, Heather (Boehmer) Owens howens1@mdot.maryland.gov, Katie Thomson
kthomson@mdot.maryland.gov, lt.governor@maryland.gov

Good morning Secretary Thomson,
Thank you for the invitation to participate in the Safer Maryland Coalition. I am extremely
honored. As you know, I am deeply committed to advancing a safer Maryland and have
worked closely with MDOT and our regional partners for many years.
Your invitation was extended specifically to the Mayor based on MDOT’s assessment of the
office’s role, leadership, and longstanding engagement in transportation safety initiatives.
Following receipt of the invitation, the Town Council designated another councilmember to
participate. While I appreciate their interest in supporting this effort, the designation does
not align with the intent or basis of your invitation. It also places this opportunity—one
grounded in relationships and collaboration developed over many years—in the hands of
individuals who are newly elected and are only beginning to establish their own
engagement with regional partners.
I felt it important to communicate this context directly to ensure clarity and transparency. I
remain fully supportive of MDOT’s leadership and the coalition’s mission, and I value the
work being done to strengthen transportation safety across Maryland.
I appreciate MDOT’s continued partnership and the trust you have placed in the Mayor’s
Office over the years. My commitment to advancing a safer Maryland remains steadfast,
and I look forward to continuing our collaboration in every appropriate capacity. Thank you
again for your leadership and for the opportunity to engage in this important work.
Respectfully,
Jeannine E. James
Mayor, Town of La Plata

 

305 Queen Anne Street
La Plata, Maryland 20646
jjames@townoflaplata.org
Phone: 301-798-4163
From: Joe McAndrew
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2026 8:05 AM
To: Jeannine James

mailto:jjames@townoflaplata.org
Paul Guttenberg



You don't often get email from jmcandrew@mdot.maryland.gov. Learn why this is important

To: Jeannine James
Cc: 'Geri Byrd' ; Jonathan Rogers ; Matthew Mickler ; Heather (Boehmer) Owens ; Katie
Thomson
Subject: Re: Safer Maryland Coalition Invitation

CAUTION: This email originated from OUTSIDE of the Town of La Plata email system. If the senders
name displayed is a Town user, it is NOT legitimate and should be deleted immediately. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you are certain this is a legitimate message.

Good morning Mayor James -
Following up on Secretary Thomson’s invitation from earlier this month, I wanted to share
my excitement for the Safer Maryland Coalition as a partnership effort to deliver safer
outcomes across Maryland’s transportation network. With about 65% of roadway deaths
occurring on state-owned roads, MDOT is committed to bold actual and a “business as
unusual” approach to bend the curve to achieve our Vision Zero mandate. But, we know we
know we can’t get there alone – action must be a shared responsibility with local leaders
such as yourself. I hope you will join us in this important work to learn and act together to
improve roadway safety across Maryland.
To that end, I would like to schedule 30 minutes with you or a designee to discuss the
program including program outcomes, logistics, time commitment, and benefits to you and
your constituents.
I’m copying Heather Owens from my team to help coordinate schedules. I’m looking
forward to connecting with you soon.
- Joe

From: Katie Thomson <kthomson@mdot.maryland.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2026 9:37 AM
To: 'jjames@townoflaplata.org' <jjames@townoflaplata.org>
Cc: 'arunak.miller@maryland.gov' <arunak.miller@maryland.gov>; 'Geri Byrd'
<geri.byrd@maryland.gov>; Jonathan Rogers <JRogers4@mdot.maryland.gov>; Joe
McAndrew <jmcandrew@mdot.maryland.gov>; Matthew Mickler
<MMickler@mdot.maryland.gov>
Subject: Safer Maryland Coalition Invitation
Dear Mayor James,
The Maryland State Plan provides a vision to make Maryland safer, including an all-of -
government effort to prioritize the creation of Creating Safer Communities. At the Maryland
Department of Transportation (MDOT), we aim to fulfill this charge by providing the safest
transportation network in the nation. As a Vision Zero state, we are committed to
eliminating all vehicle-related deaths and serious injuries on our roadways by 2030. Despite
our proactive efforts in engineering, education, and enforcement, too many lives are still
lost on our roadways. The loss of life and lifelong physical and emotional injury is
heartbreaking, and its toll on residents is staggering.
In response, in May 2025, MDOT announced the launch of the Serious About
Safety initiative, MDOT’s all-hands on deck call to expedite progress and sharply bend the
curve on roadway fatalities across Maryland through bold action. The initiative leverages
the full portfolio of MDOT’s modes and partnerships for action to deliver the safest
transportation system in the country. It also builds on the national leading Work Zone Safety
Work Group's recommendations that are now implemented.  
While MDOT is committed to doing the hard work to improve safety, we know we cannot
reach our goals alone. This effort must be done in partnership. With that in mind, we are
pleased to invite you to join in this critical initiative by participating in the Safer Maryland
Coalition.
Convened by Lieutenant Governor Miller and me, the Safer Maryland Coalition will bring
together a small group of elected officials from across the State to learn, share, and take
action to improve transportation safety. You have shown a commitment to bold safety

mailto:jmcandrew@mdot.maryland.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:kthomson@mdot.maryland.gov
mailto:jjames@townoflaplata.org
mailto:arunak.miller@maryland.gov
mailto:geri.byrd@maryland.gov
mailto:JRogers4@mdot.maryland.gov
mailto:jmcandrew@mdot.maryland.gov
mailto:MMickler@mdot.maryland.gov


action to improve transportation safety. You have shown a commitment to bold safety
action, and your participation will help spur the courageous thinking and action we need to
save lives.
The coalition will meet four times over the next year. Beginning with building a common
understanding of the transportation safety landscape and proven best practices for
improving safety, the group’s focus will quickly turn toward commitments that participants
can make within their domains as well as continually bolder action we can achieve through
collective advocacy and effort. MDOT looks forward to supporting your efforts to stand up
your safety commitments throughout the course of the year.
I hope that you will join this important initiative. Information about scheduling of the first
convening of this group will be shared soon. In the meantime, please respond indicating
your interest participating in the coalition. At any point, please contact Jonathan Rogers,
Policy Advisor at MDOT, at jrogers4@mdot.maryland.gov or 410-382-5018 with questions.
Sincerely,
Katie Thomson



Fri 7/31/2026 11:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from OUTSIDE of the Town of La Plata email system. If the senders name displayed is a Town user, it is NOT legitimate and should be deleted immediately.
Do not click links or open attachments unless you are certain this is a legitimate message.

Chuck and Councilor Guttenberg--

    MDOT appreciates the consideration you and the broader Council has done to think about the right local o;icial to participate on the Safer Maryland
Coalition. We especially appreciate the Councilor's good work to advance road and transportation ordinances and the approval of the APFOs. After
consultation with our leadership, I regret to inform that this particular invitation is not transferrable or can be further extended. This is one of many safety-
related e;orts and investments across the broader Departmental portfolio, and we look forward to continuing our work with LaPlata across other programs to
deliver safer mobility for the Town.

Again, thanks for your help here. Matt and I are available if you have further questions or generally need support on our end.

Vinn

 
 

From: Chuck Stevens <cstevens@townoflaplata.org>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 7:39 AM
To: Vinn White <vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov>
Cc: Matthew Mickler <MMickler@mdot.maryland.gov>; Paul Guttenberg <pguttenberg@townoflaplata.org>; Michelle Miner
<MMiner@townoflaplata.org>
Subject: Safer Maryland Coalition: Town Of La Plata Representation

VW
Vinn White<vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov>   Reply  Reply all  Forward 
To: Chuck Stevens

Cc: Matthew Mickler <MMickler@mdot.maryland.gov>; Paul Guttenberg; Michelle Miner

Some people who received this message don't often get email from vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov. Learn why this is important

Vinn White
Senior Advisor for Policy and Innovation
The Secretary’s O;ice (TSO)
O;ice | 410.865.1092
Email | vwhite@mdot.maryland.gov
Maryland Department of Transportation
7201 Corporate Center Drive, Hanover, MD 21076
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